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JOINT STANDING COMMITTEE ON THE CORRUPTION AND CRIME COMMISSION 

Eleventh Report — “Parliamentary Inspector’s Report on ‘a Saga of Persistence’” — Tabling 

MS M.M. QUIRK (Girrawheen) [10.32 am]: I present for tabling the eleventh report of the Joint Standing Committee 
on the Corruption and Crime Commission, titled “Parliamentary Inspector’s Report on ‘a Saga of Persistence’”. 

[See paper 2564.] 

Ms M.M. QUIRK: At the outset, I thank my fellow committee members: Deputy Chair, Hon Jim Chown, MLC; 
member for Kalamunda, Mr Matthew Hughes, MLA; Hon Alison Xamon, MLC; and our research officers, 
Vanessa Beckingham and Lucy Roberts. 

This report from the Parliamentary Inspector of the Corruption and Crime Commission was received by the 
committee on 29 May this year. It sets out the respective roles of the parliamentary inspector and the Corruption 
and Crime Commission. The report highlights two quite different cases, illustrative of how the Corruption, Crime 
and Misconduct Act 2003 operates in practice. The first demonstrates an issue touching upon the respective roles 
of the commissioner and the parliamentary inspector—in particular, the exercise of the commission’s industrial 
powers under section 196(9) of the act. That has the effect of frustrating the capacity of the parliamentary inspector 
to deal with a matter of minor misconduct on the part of a commission officer. The difficulty arises from what the 
parliamentary inspector sees as inadequacies in the definition of “minor misconduct” under section 4 of the act. 
Accordingly, he makes recommendations for legislative reform. 

The second case outlined in the report provides an example of the statutory scheme working well. It concerns 
alleged excessive use of force by police officers against a person being arrested. In giving this example, the 
parliamentary inspector provides an insight into the way his office oversights the operations of the Corruption and 
Crime Commission effectively within the current legislative framework. 

The committee makes no comment on the findings in this report, other than to say the suggestions for legislative 
reform raised in the parliamentary inspector’s report will be carefully considered by the committee as part of 
a wider assessment of the act. 

On behalf of the committee, I thank the parliamentary inspector for his continued ongoing dedication to bring these 
important matters to our attention. 
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